PRESS RELEASE, MARCH 2005

THE TEXTILE LAB IS OPEN!

THE PROCESS FROM DESIGN TO PRODUCT

The heart of the Textilemuseum, the large factory-hall (shed) with the machines that form the permanent exhibition ‘Textile Industry in the Netherlands’ has undergone a true metamorphosis.  As from 25 March the hall is open again to the public as an experimental workshop. A place where craftsmen together with designers, artists and students are engaged in a creative process. They translate designs into textile applications, experimenting with yarns and materials, thus creating the newest, most exciting and special textile products in the Netherlands. The visitor is no longer a silent witness, but is able to fulfil a more active role. ‘Stitching lines’ on a steel floor guide him through the laboratory. The story begins in the cluster development, followed by preparation, embroidery, weaving, dyeing, printing and tufting. In each cluster he can look over the specialists’ shoulders. Also feeling is allowed in the Textile Lab.  Fabrics and test samples may be touched and the craftsmen and designers may be asked any number of questions.

The drafts, the patterns translated and produced by the computer and the trial fabrics can be seen in various parts of the Textile Lab. Visitors are continuously informed about the special orders that are being carried out in the museum. Computers have been installed on which information concerning the products, the designers, the techniques and the machines is to be found. A permanent fixture in the computer is the digital products-bank, containing finished designs and products with their background stories. Since the nineteen eighties the museum has been commissioning artists and designers. These commissions are now broadly presented. Documentary films follow a number of designers in the process from design to finished  product. Above all the Textile Lab is an ever changing  presentation, where visitors constantly acquire new experiences.  

In short, the Textile Lab, where craftsmanship and creativity meet, is worth experiencing!

The metamorphosis

During recent months the hall has been thoroughly renovated: from a history-oriented machine hall to a very up-to-date, gaily designed laboratory in the old historical building. Where before the history of textile techniques was told by means of a number of machines, now the creative process is the point of departure. In the hall vivid green open work spaces have been created, where museum workers confer with designers, examine designs and test batches and have their meetings. Moreover the materials are given a much more prominent place in the shed. The transfer of information through computers accessible to the public is new and up-to-date. Of course, the ‘old, familiar’ (and unique) oral transfer by textile specialists operating the machines is still available.

A closer view of the Textile Lab 

In the new set-up the various textile techniques are presented thematically in clusters. The new, clear and orderly lay-out guides the visitor through the story, starting in the cluster preparation. For making a product yarns are needed. To this purpose various spinning machines are in full production, whilst demonstrators provide a technical explanation. Another cluster has been given the name development. This is the nerve centre. The designs, made by designers, artists and students often in their own studios, are translated by means of advanced CAD CAM (design) computers into technical programs: knitting, weaving, embroidering and printing. The design computers are directly connected with the computer-guided textile machines. From these computers the translated designs are ‘transmitted’ to the appropriate machine in order to weave, knit or embroider a test sample. Together the designer and product developer examine the result and decide whether the correct colour, yarn and texture has been achieved. 

In adjacent rooms two more sections have been set up: in the tufting workshop special tapestries and carpets are made by hand, whilst the printing shop is situated in another room. In this laboratory yarns can be dyed any desired colour. Here the design-computer with printer is situated to print special figures on fabrics.

The exhibition was made possible through grants of the Province of Noord-Brabant,  the ministry of VROM/PSV and NedGraphics. Merkx + Girod from Amsterdam is responsible for the spatial design. The graphic design is by Atelier René Knip.

Note for the press (not for publication):

Visual materials for the press can be downloaded from the press-site of the Textile Museum:  http://www.textielmuseum.nl/pers
For more information: Floor Westerburgen, PR &  Communication,  013 54 94 533 (Tuesday till Friday), floor.westerburgen@tilburg.nl
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