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Spectacular Entrance Building Audax Textile Museum Tilburg

In 1999 the first plans were made for a new Entrance Building. Now, nine years later, it has been realised. As from Sunday 25 May everybody can come and admire the new building. Together with the historical buildings it proves, that the Audax Textile Museum Tilburg can offer special and hospitable surroundings to visitors, designers, artists and students. The building houses attractive and hospitable catering (‘bij Mommers’ and Foyer), a large Textile Shop, professional Conference Rooms and an Auditorium. And to top it all on the top floor a special Platform with a beautiful view over the whole of the Mommers complex. The architects’ firm cepezed from Delft is responsible for the exterior design. The interior was designed by Müller and Van Tol Studios from Amsterdam.
The building
Architects’ firm cepezed was commissioned to design a modern new building, with deference to  the historical surroundings and connecting the separate buildings of the Mommers complex with each other. A clearly recognizable entrance, visible and accessible from the Goirkestraat was another requirement. The style of architects’ firm cepezed was just right for this commission, opting as it usually does for a rational, innovative way of building. It does not follow the line of a historicizing style. The design is new and contemporary, preferably in a transparent form. A building that matches the size and scale of its surroundings, but with a contrasting use of materials. The construction utilized in the new Entrance Building is in this configuration unique in the whole world. Textile materials have been used, combined with diagonal steel tubing in the façade construction, in which glass is tightened by stretch cables like warp and weft. The installations, architectural and constructive components have been integrated as much as possible: ducts and wiring run inside the columns, led-lighting is used in the diagonal convector elements and between the textile ceilings aluminium light fixtures have been hidden. The back wall of the building is a double installation wall, allowing the technique of the building to be glimpsed behind a textile gauze netting. The volume, in which the Conference Rooms and the Auditorium are situated, is as it were suspended from this back wall. 
The construction of the historical building situated immediately behind the later addition has been preserved, but has been renovated in the style of the later addition. The older building contains the Textile Shop, offices, the Foyer and like before, but now re-organized, the magnificent historical Damask Weaving Atelier. In this way a flexible transition has been created between old and new.
New also is the glass connecting passage to the other historical buildings containing the exhibition rooms and the TextileLab. Roof and façade are made of glass, creating a very light and transparent passage, allowing the historical textile street, the high-rise and the Damask Weaving Atelier to remain visible. The building is marked by the colours black, white, grey and shades of silver. The floors are made of Norwegian slate, concrete and rubber. 
The interior
Designer Bas van Tol of Müller and Van Tol Studios from Amsterdam was asked to direct and supervise the interior design for the Entrance Building. Bas van Tol is increasingly engaged in interior designing. In designs from his hands trends are of minor importance. He aims at creating spaces in which people feel comfortable. For his design of the Entrance Building material is the point of departure, the story of textile the finishing point. Of the materials employed in the building Norwegian slate is the point of departure for the interior design. The reception desks for the entrance hall, café and Textile Shop, designed by himself, are covered with Norwegian slate, which has also been employed in the floor. Together with the industrially designed tables and chairs in the café, conference rooms and auditorium they are adapted to the style of the building. However, each room has been specially designed for the Textile Museum with the use of textile materials and techniques. For café ‘bij Mommers’  on the ground floor Bert Jan Pot designed special benches with steel frames that are strung criss-cross with colourful textile cords. The benches mark the café space and enhance the informal atmosphere. 
The Textile Shop on the other hand has a tightly organized lay-out consisting of dark shelves and cupboards of wood and steel.  The textile and design products that are on sale here form the eye-catchers that determine the atmosphere and colour in this room. 
The Conference Rooms, suitable for 12 and 20 persons, and the Auditorium, suitable for 100 persons, have a subdued lay-out of white furniture. Especially for these rooms Müller en Van Tol Studios made strips covered with textile. Meters long knitted tubes and twisted cords, made of 2000 different thin coloured yarns, were produced in the TextileLab to realise this special curtain. The strips and cords hang in an open position on all the walIs. But the system can also serve as an awning. In that case the strips and cords are joined together to form a closed curtain. 
The Foyer on the 2nd floor is situated in the attic in the historical part of the building. The interior of this room has a special atmosphere. The warm, red-hued fabrics with which the benches and hassocks are covered and the authentic beams turn this loft into a festive lunch and snack room with a pleasant atmosphere. 
The interior of the Platform on the top floor, with a beautiful view on the whole of the Mommers complex, is an installation ‘in progress’. The open furniture is multi-functional and can be used both as lounge bench and serving counter and for presentations of fabrics, textile products and designs. 
Finally hovering in the enormous void in the front of the building, at a hight of more than fifteen meters, there is a work created by Wieki Somers. This frivolous object is made of textile materials and executed with the laser engraving technique in the TextileLab. 
Special Led lighting 

From the Goirkestraat the Netherlands’ largest permanent textile Led draws the attention of all passers-by. Commissioned by the Textile Museum, media architects’ firm Urban Alliance, in collaboration with ShowTex and ShowLED, realised this unique screen with more than 3.000 led pixels in a surface of approximately 36m². By means of this screen the museum can communicate its activities both in text and in animated pictures. In conjunction with the led lighting in the diagonal steel construction the building is lit up both by day and by night. 
Partners 
The realisation of the Entrance Building is part of the project ‘Museum in production’, in which a large number of partners have associated themselves with the Audax Textile Museum Tilburg and in which they have (financially) contributed. 
Public partners:  The municipality of Tilburg (main partner), the province of Noord-Brabant, the Ministry of VROM / IPSV and the European Union / Equal.

Foundations: Mondriaan Foundation, VSBfoundation, Foundation Friends of the Textile Museum
Private partners: Audax B.V. (top sponsor), Interpolis Insurance N.V., FUJIFILM Manufacturing Europe B.V., CZ Actief in Gezondheid, ABN AMRO, ING Bank

RABO Bank Tilburg e.o., Van Lanschot Bankers.

Textile partners: Lindauer Dornier, Blue Fox Nedgraphics, Van Wees Machine factories,
Innofa B.V., H. van Puijenbroek.

Education partners: Fontys College for the Arts Tilburg, Design Academy Eindhoven. 
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· Further information, picture materials and documentation for the press can be found on the press site of Audax Textile Museum Tilburg  www.textielmuseum.nl.
· For more information: Communication Textile Museum, T. 013 54 94 533 (Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday), communicatie@mommerskwartier.nl

