Press Release
Tilburg, June 2011
i FABRIC. european talent

24 September 2011 to 29 January 2012

In the i FABRIC. european talent exhibition, Audax Textielmuseum Tilburg presents a young generation of highly promising designers from Europe who are active in the fields of fashion, interior textiles and design. But what does the actual practice that awaits them involve? To answer this question, the Textielmuseum commissioned the young filmmaker Marleine van der Werf to produce video portraits of experienced players in the field. The portraits of the Belgian fashion designer Walter Van Beirendonck, the British artist Lucy Orta, and Anne Højgaard Jørgensen, artistic director of the Danish textile producer Kvadrat, provide insight into their work and their views on design education. 
i FABRIC is one of the highlights of the cultural programme of the Tilburg Textiles event, which is being organized in the context of 2018 Brabant Cultural Capital of Europe.
Central St. Martins College of Art & Design – Textile Futures

Which questions are seizing the attention of the young generation of designers? There is a striking interest in the latest scientific developments, such as those in microbiology, which often results in collaboration with biologists and chemists. Another aspect that stands out is the consideration for the emotional aspects of design, which places a greater focus on the material and the surface structure of objects. The work with the most futuristic look is presented by students of the MA Textile Futures course at the Central St. Martins College of Art & Design in London. In her installation Algaerium, Marin Sawa created a series of ‘living’ textiles by using light-sensitive algae that grow in unusual forms. With her project Design Fictions, Natsai A. Chieza asks critical questions about the possible cultural and environmental implications of synthetic biology and stem-cell research, while in her Techno Naturology project Elaine Ng Yan Ling investigates the function of ‘shape memory’ materials and their potential applications in architecture and interiors. The fashion designer Derek Lawlor, who studied at Central St. Martins College, is also presenting a collection of a high aesthetic and technical calibre. 

Royal Academy of Fine Arts, Antwerp – Fashion
The Fashion Department at the Royal Academy in Antwerp, under the artistic direction of Walter Van Beirendonck, is indisputably the number-one course of its kind in Europe. For the exhibition we selected a number of designers who represent the diverse poles in the broad spectrum of talent. The Japanese designer Koij Arai is presenting the fairy-tale collection Last Supper, inspired by Pinocchio, Da Vinci’s Last Supper and the Japanese principle of I-Shoku-Ju, which essentially means clothing, food and shelter. For CO2, Elise Gettliffe developed a tough, technically inventive collection of men’s overalls that were woven in the Textielmuseum’s TextielLab. Matthieu Thouvenot also took advantage of the TextielLab’s expertise for the production of his baroque-inspired collection, Death in a Pink Cloak. 
Design Academy Eindhoven – Product Design
When it comes to product design with a distinctly conceptual twist, then Design Academy Eindhoven counts among the foremost European courses. Aspects such as sensitivity to materials and awareness of socially and ecologically urgent issues are reflected in the graduation projects of recent years. In The Ephemeral Icon project, Maurizio Montalti investigates the possibility of decomposing plastic using fungus populations. The Italian design duo FormaFantasma is working at the TextielLab on a series of new wall hangings under the title Colony, illustratively shedding light on aspects of Italy’s colonial history. By contrast, the Wooden Textiles collection by Lenneke Langenhuijsen is the result of inventive processing and applications of textiles produced from the bark of trees. 
Other European designers in i FABRIC
The search for European talent also casts the spotlight on recent work from other countries. Magnhild Disington is a designer based in Denmark who has developed tactile surfaces in response to the sterile aesthetics of portable electronic equipment. Luce Couillet and Heidi Winge Strøm, who graduated from the Textile Department of the ENSCI in Paris, have both produced intriguing textile collections for the interior and architecture. The Austrian designer Sonja Bäumel, a former student at Design Academy Eindhoven, is presenting two new works in i FABRIC, as a continuation of her research into bacteria on the human skin and how to make these bacteria cultures visible. She is producing her work The Textured Self as a commission from the Textielmuseum.
European Textile Trainees

A special section of the exhibition is the presentation of work by European Textile Trainees (ETT) over three consecutive years. This exchange project, which was initiated by the museum in 2007, offers students from various European academies a working residency at the TextielLab, followed by practical experience in textile enterprises in the vicinity of Como, Italy.
The participants in the exhibition are: 

Koij Arai, Stephanie Bächler, Sonja Bäumel, Natsai A. Chieza, Luce Couillet, Magnhild Disington, Signe R. Ebesen, FormaFantasma, Ines Gebhard, Mark van Gennip, Elise Gettliffe, Berit Greinke, Mervi Hilvo, Siwen Huang, Stephanie Kullick, Lenneke Langenhuijsen, Derek Lawlor, Satu Maaranen, Laura Martinez, Maurizio Montalti, Elaine Ng Yan Ling, Anique Noordman, Elina Peltonen, Marin Sawa, Elisa Strozyk, Emre Tamer, Matthieu Thouvenot, Uta Tischendorf, Alexandra Verschueren, Ella de Vos, Heidi Winge Strøm.
TextielShop 

During the i FABRIC exhibition there will be a specially expanded assortment of periodicals and books about fashion, design and interior textiles in the TextielShop.

Exhibition design
BCXSY, the studio of the young designers Boaz Cohen and Sayaka Yamamoto, is responsible for the exhibition’s graphic and spatial design, as well as for the design of the accompanying publication. The exhibition's curator is Suzan Rüsseler, the Textielmuseum’s curator of European textile design.
Note to Editors (not for publication):

Visual materials and documentation for the media can be found in the Press section of the Audax Textielmuseum Tilburg website: www.textielmuseum.nl
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