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In the i FABRIC. european talent exhibition, Audax Textielmuseum Tilburg presents a young generation of highly promising designers from Europe who are active in the fields of fashion, interior textiles and design. i FABRIC is one of the highlights of the cultural programme within the Tilburg Textiles event, which is being organized in the context of 2018Brabant, Cultural Capital of Europe.
Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design – Textile Futures

Which questions are occupying the minds of the young generation of designers? There is a striking interest in the latest scientific developments, such as those in microbiology, which often results in collaboration with biologists and chemists. Another aspect that stands out is the attention to emotional aspects of design, thus placing a greater focus on the material and the surface structure of objects. The work with the most futuristic look is created by students on the MA Textile Futures course at Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design in London. In her Algaerium installation, Marin Sawa created a series of ‘living’ textiles using photosensitive algae that grow in unusual forms, with her Design Fictions project Natsai A. Chieza asks critical questions about the possible cultural and environmental implications of synthetic biology and stem-cell research, while Elaine Ng Yan Ling investigates the function of ‘shape-memory’ materials and their potential applications in architecture and interiors in her project Techno Naturology. 

Royal Academy of Fine Arts, Antwerp – Fashion

The fashion course at the Royal Academy in Antwerp, under the artistic direction of Walter Van Beirendonck, indisputably represents the crème de la crème among its kind in Europe. For this exhibition, designers who represent diverse poles in the broad spectrum of talent were selected. These include Nathalie Fordeyn, showing outfits from her fairy-tale graduation collection A Drummer in a Tree, Alexandra Verschueren with garments from her prize-winning Medium collection, and French designer Elise Gettliffe, who had her tough, technically innovative collection of men’s overalls woven in the TextielLab. 

Design Academy Eindhoven – Product Design

When it comes to product design with a distinctly conceptual twist, then Design Academy Eindhoven counts as the foremost European course in this domain. Themes such as sensitivity to materials and an awareness of socially and ecologically urgent issues are reflected in the graduation projects of recent years. The Austrian designer Sonja Bäumel, a former student at Design Academy Eindhoven, is presenting two new works in i FABRIC, a follow-up to the research for her graduation project into bacteria on the human skin and their visual translation. She produced The Textured Self for a commission from the Textielmuseum. In The Ephemeral Icon. Bio Cover project, Maurizio Montalti investigated the possibility of using fungus colonies to decompose plastics. The Italian designer duo Studio FormaFantasma worked at the TextielLab on a series of new wall hangings with the title Colony, exemplarily shedding light on aspects of Italy’s former colonial empire.

Other European designers in i FABRIC

The search for European talent also casts the spotlight on recent work from other countries. Magnhild Disington is a designer based in Denmark who has developed tactile surfaces in response to the sterile aesthetics of portable electronic equipment. French designer Luce Couillet and Norwegian designer Heidi Winge Strøm, who both gained an MA in Textile Design at the ENSCI in Paris, have each produced intriguing textile collections for the interior and architecture.
European Textile Trainees

A special section of the exhibition is the presentation of work by European Textile Trainees (ETT) over three consecutive years. This exchange project, which was initiated by the museum in 2007, offers students from various European academies a working residency at the TextielLab, followed by practical experience in textile enterprises in the vicinity of Como, Italy.

Video Portraits – a window on professional practice

What awaits young designers in real-life professional practice that awaits them involve? To answer this question, the Textielmuseum commissioned the young filmmaker Marleine van der Werf to produce video portraits of experienced players in the field. The three short portraits show the Belgian fashion designer Walter Van Beirendonck, the British artist Lucy Orta, and Anne Højgaard Jørgensen, head of design for the Danish textile manufacturer Kvadrat, in their work environments.

The participants in the exhibition are: 

Stéphanie Baechler, Sonja Bäumel, Natsai A. Chieza, Luce Couillet, Magnhild Disington, Signe R. Ebbesen, Nathalie Fordeyn, Studio FormaFantasma, Ines Gebhard, Mark van Gennip, Elise Gettliffe, Maria Girelli, Berit Greinke, Mervi Hilvo, Siwen Huang, Karlijn Kuipers, Stefanie Kullick, Lenneke Langenhuijsen, Derek Lawlor, Satu Maaranen, Laura E. Martinez, Maurizio Montalti, Elaine Ng Yan Ling, Anique Noordman, Elina Peltonen / Alisa Närvänen, Sarah Podlesny, Marin Sawa, Elisa Strozyk / Sebastian Neeb, Emre Tamer, Uta Tischendorf, Alexandra Verschueren, Ella De Vos, Heidi Winge Strøm.
TextielShop 

Products by designers who are participating in i FABRIC will be available in the TextielShop for the duration of the exhibition, as well as the publication i FABRIC. EUROPEAN TALENT (Dutch/English), written by curator Suzan Rüsseler. Price: €7.50.
i CONTEST

Audax Textielmuseum Tilburg is inviting students and young European designers to design a unique table runner. i CONTEST is an online design competition via Facebook, giving all young designers in Europe the platform they deserve. Visit www.facebook.nl/textielmuseum for further information and a link to the competition pages. 

Exhibition design and its curator
BCXSY, the studio of the young designers Boaz Cohen and Sayaka Yamamoto, is responsible for the exhibition’s graphic and spatial design, as well as for the design of the accompanying publication. The exhibition's curator is Suzan Rüsseler, the Textielmuseum’s curator of European Textile Design.

Follow the museum via: 
 
 
 and the blog
Note to Editors (not for publication):

Visual materials and documentation for the media can be found in the Press section of the Audax Textielmuseum Tilburg website: www.textielmuseum.nl
Contact: PR & Communication, T: +31 (0)13 54 94 533 (Tues.–Fri.), communicatie@mommerskwartier.nl
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