Press release

Tilburg, 23 February 2010

Audax Textile Museum Tilburg opens renovated library
Audax Textile Museum Tilburg has a library with the largest collection of information on textiles in the Netherlands. The library is free of charge and open to everyone interested in textiles, both professionals and hobbyists. The extensive library recently underwent complete renovation and it will open on 2 March 2010. Merkx + Girod architects were responsible for the design.

The renovated library has the form of a spacious study incorporating an extremely large collection of books and periodicals. With the new library the museum has created a relaxed place to read and study. The wall units comprise alternating book cases, whimsical openings to the windows behind, presentation cases for new books and tables and chairs. The periodicals collection is accommodated in steel racks on rails that also function as a partition. In short, it is an attractive library and a pleasant place to browse and leaf through the collections.
The library has several types of reading and workplaces. Some in the form of workstations with computers for visitors, others where visitors can connect their own laptops. Some areas are specially designed to accommodate groups. Library staff also work in the study so that they can show visitors round the library in an informal atmosphere.

The spatial and playful design of the library is by Merkx + Girod architects, known for the Hermitage Amsterdam museum and the Selexyz Dominicanen bookstore in Maastricht. Earlier, the firm also designed the interior of the Textile Lab of the Audax Textile Museum Tilburg.
Collection 

The library contains 19,000 books and a large collection of periodicals about the history of the textile industry, textile technology, the visual arts and textile design. In addition to books, the library houses archive collections of artists and designers. The library has documentation and a number of archive collections from various textile companies and it also has swatches and workbooks from the College of Textile Technology and from textile businesses.
The most important part of the library collection is on open display in the new library. The remaining part is stored in the depot. On request, visitors can examine this depot collection (which includes archive collections, historical and antiquarian books, volumes of periodicals, swatch books and workbooks from the College of Textile Technology). The entire library catalogue can be consulted via the Collection search system on the museum web site (www.textielmuseum.nl).
Swatch Room and Textile Cabinet
This year the library will be further extended with a Swatch Room and a Textile Cabinet. Authentic material that is practically non-existent elsewhere in the Netherlands will be given a place in the Swatch Room. It is a glass, air-conditioned room in which a selection of historical swatch and pattern books and samples from the museum collection are preserved. Businesses use these swatches for promotional purposes. A Textile Cabinet, in which a variety of base materials – from cotton to fleece – are on display, tells the story from base material to end product. The Textile Cabinet links up with the Yarn Bank in the Textile Lab, a display of commercial yarns and threads and their uses.

Opening hours
The new opening hours of the library are from Tuesday to Thursday from 13:00 to 17:00. Visitors are welcome outside these hours by appointment. 
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